St. Margaret of Castello Adoration Chapel

Since Covid, our Adoration Chapel had to make major changes in its 24/7 operation. As of
now, we are only able to have it open for 4 out of 7 days (from 6:00am - 12:00am). We are
seeking adorers to cover the open hours on Tuesday; 1l pm-2pm, 6pm-7pm, 10pm-11pm and
11pm-12.00 Am. If you are interested and able to take any of these hours, please contact the
church office. Please consider spending one hour a week in adoration with our Lord, the
chapelis such a peaceful and beautiful place!

Safe Environment: To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency,
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases
of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese f Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353, Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. Don
Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin McFarland at 304.559.6742.
Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.
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All relationships, of course, are a two-way street. They require something from us — phone calls
and visits, acts of thoughtfulness, time spent together. They demand that that we give something of
ourselves to the other. In our relationship with Mary, she helps give new life to our souls, prays for us,
and provides us with what we need to grow in grace. In return, she deserves our honor and love, just
as our earthly mothers do. She deserves our devotion.

Now, Catholics believe that we should not only honor those who excel in the things of this world, but
that we should also honor those who excel in the things of the spiritual world (for example, in their
devotion to God, their obedience to his will, and their charity to others). That’s why we honor the saints
— men and women who, during their earthly life, excelled in their pursuit of holiness. Honoring the
saints does not detract from God any more than honoring athletes does. In fact, when we honor saints,
we are honoring God, too, for it is by his gifts, and for his glory, that saints are able to excel in holiness
in the first place. When we praise those who spent their life pursuing an intimate union with God, we
ultimately praise God, who is both the giver and the object of that love.

Now, if it’s fitting to venerate those who have achieved spiritual excellence, isn’t it even more fitting
to venerate the woman who achieved it to the highest degree: the woman whom Jesus chose to become
his mother in the order of nature and our mother in the order of grace? Of course it is. And in
recognition of Mary’s pre-eminent holiness, the special recognition we give to Mary is
called hyperdulia: the greatest amount of honor we can give to any created person.

Again, this special veneration of Mary is completely different from, and inferior to, the adoration we
give to God. We adore God and only God, and since Mary is not God, we don’t adore her. It’s as simple
as that. Don’t get confused if you happen to see the expression “worship of Mary” in an old Catholic
book. The English language is flexible, and the word worship in many of those old books can mean
either hyperdulia or latria. In reference to Mary, though, it never means the kind of adoration due to
God alone.

The Catholic Church, in fact, strictly and expressly prohibits the adoration of Mary as divine. Still,
because of who Mary is, what she did during her earthly life, and what she continues to do in eternal
life, she is more deserving of veneration than any other created creature — man or angel — that ever
will exist. That’s why the term hyperdulia is used to describe only the type of honor we give to Mary.
Let’s go into a little more detail on why Mary merits her own unique level of veneration.

As the Catholic Church understands it, there are three fundamental reasons Mary deserves a higher
level of devotion than all other holy men, women, and angels.

The first reason is that God chose to give Mary a fullness of grace. From the first moment of her
conception, Mary possessed the fullness of grace — the fullness of life — that God originally intended
all men and women to possess. Free from Original Sin, she passed on her own immaculate human
nature to her son, Jesus. This can’t be said of any other created person. All of the other saints the
Church honors, and all of the men and women whose holiness only God knows, received a great deal
of grace in their lifetimes, certainly, but they never received the fullness of grace. They were all born
with fallen natures, and only a nature free from all stain of sin can possess that fullness. Mary alone
was given that privilege. Her possession of such a singular gift makes her deserving of a singular type
of devotion. To be Continued...
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St. Ann Catholic Church is to glorify God through vibrant worship, compassionate service, and unwavering
commitment to teachings of Jesus Christ. Rooted in Catholic tradition and guided by the Holy Spirit,
we strive to foster a welcoming community that nurtures faith, fosters spiritual growth, and promotes
unity among all God's children. With love as our cornerstone, we seek to embody Christ's
message of hope, forgiveness, and redemption, spreading His light to all corners of the world.
Together, as disciples of Christ, we are called to share God's love, serve those in need,
and build a Kingdom of mercy, justice, and peace.
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